Amendments to Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

What is Claimed : 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for creating, in response to only a 
single action by a user enabled electronic device, a self-extracting file, the method 
comprising: 

receiving from the user enabled electronic device, an input file to be used 
in creating a self-extracting file; and 

without further action by the user enabled electronic device, creating a 
self-extracting file using the input file, wherein the input file is configured to be 
automatically launched upon execution of the self-extracting file. 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the received 
input file has an associated filename and wherein a filename for the self-extracting file is 
configured to be automatically generated based in part on the associated filename of 
the received input file. 

3. (Currently amended) A method for creating, in response to a single 
action, a self-extracting file from an associated input file, wherein the associated input 
file is automatically launched upon execution of the self-extracting file, and wherein a 
user is not required to separately choose a data compression method, create a 
compressed archive using the chosen compression method, select an input file to be 
launched upon decompression of the compressed archive, and create a self-extracting 
file from the compressed archive, the method comprising: 
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receiving an input file to be used in creating a self-extracting file, wherein the file 
is one of a plurality of file types; and 

in response to only a single action, creating a self-extracting file from the input 
file, wherein the input file is configured to be automatically launched upon execution of 
the self-extracting file. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the single 
action is a single click with a computer pointing device . 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the single 
action is a doub le c li ck double-click with a computer pointing device . 

6. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the single action is speaking 
a sound. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the single action is pressing 

a key. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein the single action is a call 
from a software routine. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 3, further comprising generating a 
filename for the self-extracting file, wherein the generated filename is based on a 
filename associated with the input file. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A method for creating a self-extracting file, the 
method comprising: 

receiving a user selection of an input file to be used in creating a self- 
extracting file, wherein the input file is of any file type; and 
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automatically creating a self-extracting file configured to automatically 
launch us i ng the received input file responsive to execution of the self-extracting 
file. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the creation 
of the self-extracting file comprises: 

opening an output file; 

attaching a decompression engine to the output file, wherein the decompression 
engine is capable of decompressing compressed data to a temporary file; 

attaching a loader to the output file, wherein the loader configures the output file 
so as to automatically launch the temporary file after execution of the self-extracting file; 

compressing the received input file according to a data compression method; 

attaching an archive header including information about the compressed input 
file; and 

closing the output file, wherein the closed output file is the self-extracting file. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the input file 
is received from a user enabled electronic device. 

1 3. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the input file is received 
from a software routine. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the data compression 
method is the same method for all received input files. 

1 5. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the data compression 
method is determined based on the file type of the received input file. 
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16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the loader 
attached to the output file depends on the file type of the input file. 

1 7. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the loader automatically 
unloads the temporary file. 

18. (Original) The method claim 1 1 , further comprising attaching an 
unloader to the output file to automatically unload the temporary file. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein the unloader performs 
cleanup processes on the temporary file. 

20. (Currently Amended) A method for creating an executable file, 
comprising: 

in response to only a single action, creating a self-extracting file from [[any ]]an 
input file, wherein the input file is one of a plurality of file types; and 

automatically selecting a loader based on the input file's type; and 

wherein the input file will be automatically launched upon execution of the self- 
extracting file. 

21 . (Previously Presented) A method of creating a self-extracting file 
comprising: 

displaying a first frame used to allow a user to specify an input file to be 
converted to a self-extracting file; 

receiving the input file specified by the user, wherein the received input file is 
automatically configured as a self-extracting file, and wherein the input file is 
automatically launched upon execution of the self-extracting file; and 
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displaying a second frame, wherein the second frame includes a link related to 
the self-extracting file created from the user specified input file. 

22. (Currently Amended) A system for creating a self-extracting file 
comprising: 

a receiving module configured to receive an input file, wherein the input file 
received is one of a plurality of file types and wherein the input file includes an 
associated filename; 

a naming module configured to create and name an output file, wherein the 
output filename is generated from the associated filename of the input file and wherein 
the naming module receives the input file from the receiving module; 

a self-extracting module configured to transform the output file into a executable 
file, wherein the self-extracting module receives the input file and the output file from the 
naming module; 

a loader module configured to setup the executable file to launch the input file 
upon execution of the executable file, wherein the loader module receives the 
executable file and the input file from the self-extracting module; and 

a compressing module configured to compress the input file and attach the 
compressed input file to the executable file, wherein the compressing module receives 
the input file and the executable file from the loader module; 

wherein each module is embodied in hardware, in firmware, or in a collection of 
software instructions stored in a tangible computer-readable medium . 

23. (Original) The system of claim 22, wherein the loader module is further 
configured to setup the executable file to perform unload processes. 

24. (Currently Amended) A system for creating, in response to a single 
action, a self-extracting file from an associated input file, wherein the associated input 
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file is automatically launched upon execution of the self-extracting file, and wherein a 
user is not required to separately choose a data compression method, create a 
compressed archive using the chosen compression method, select an input file to be 
launched upon decompression of the compressed archive, and create a self-extracting 
file from the compressed archive, the system comprising: 

m e ans a first module for receiving a user selection of an input file to be 
compressed, wherein the input file is one of a plurality of file types; 

m e ans a second module for compressing the received input file according to a 
data compression method; and 

m e ans a third module for creating, in response to only a single action by a user, 
an executable file from the compressed input file, wherein the compr e ss e d input file will 
be automatically launched upon execution of the executable fie. 

25. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable data structure 
representing a computer-executable file and embodied in a tangible computer-readable 
medium, data format, stor e d i n a comput e r r e adab le m e d i um, the data structure 
comprising: 

a compressed input data portion corresponding to an input data file, the 
compressed input data portion including data compressed according to a preselected 
data compression method; 

an archive header portion, wherein the archive header portion includes 
information about the compressed input data portion; and 

a self-extracting stub portion, wherein the self-extracting stub portion is 
automatically attached to the compressed input data portion and the archive header 
portion, and wherein the self-extracting stub portion includes 

a decompression engine to decompress the compressed input data 
portion^ and 
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a loader operable to launch the decompressed input data portion with 
appropriate application software for handling the input data file . 

26. (Currently Amended) A method for creating, in response to a single 
action, a self-extracting file, the method comprising: 

receiving an input file from a user to be used in creating a self-extracting file, 
wherein the input file is of any file type; and 

automatically creating a self-extracting file. 

27. (Previously Presented) A method for creating an executable file, the 
method comprising: 

receiving, in response to a single action, an input file to be used in creating an 
executable file, wherein the input file is one of a plurality of file types; and 

without further instructions, creating an executable file using the received input 
file, wherein the executable file includes a compressed copy of the input file, and 
wherein the compressed copy of the input file is automatically decompressed and 
launched upon execution of the executable file. 

28. (Previously Presented) A process for producing, in response to a 
single action, a computer file, the process comprising: 

receiving an input file; 

automatically opening an output file; 

automatically adding a decompression engine to the output file for 
decompressing compressed data; 

automatically adding loader code to the output file for launching the input file with 
the appropriate application software for handling the input file; 
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automatically adding an archive header to the output file, wherein the archive 
header includes information relating to the input file; 

automatically compressing the input file according to a data compression 
method; 

automatically updating the archive header to include information about the 
compressed input file; and 

automatically closing the output file. 

29. (Original) The product produced by the process of claim 28. 

30. (Previously Presented) A method for creating an executable file, the 
method comprising: 

in response to a single action, receiving an input file to be used in creating an 
executable file, wherein the input file is one of a plurality of file types; and 

without further instruction, creating an executable file using the received input 
file, wherein the executable file comprises: 

a compressed input data portion including data compressed according to 
a data compression method; 

an archive header portion including information about the compressed 
input data portion; and 

a stub portion, wherein the stub portion is automatically attached to the 
compressed input data portion and the archive header portion, and wherein the 
stub portion includes a decompression engine to decompress the compressed 
input data portion and a loader to launch the decompressed input data portion. 

31 . (Currently Amended) A method for using an executable file, the 
method comprising: 
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in response to a first action, creating an executable file from an input file, wherein 
the executable file includes a compressed copy of the input file, and wherein the 
executable file includes code to decompress and to load the compressed input file; and 

in response to a second action, executing the executable file to decompress the 
compressed copy of the input file and launching the decompressed input file with 

[[an ]]appropriate application software. 

32. (Currently Amended) A method for creating a self-extracting file, the 
method comprising: 

receiving, in response to a single action, an input file to be used in creating a 
self-extracting file; 

without further instruction, creating a self-extracting file using the input file and 
automatically l oad i ng launching the input file upon execution of the self-extracting file. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 32, wherein the input file is an 
executable routine and wherein a function of the executable routine is called upon 
loading of the executable routine. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 32, wherein the input file is a dynamic 
link library file. 
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